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Book suggestions  
 

1  Single texts to provide a variety of outcomes 

 

Text Title Author Year group 
appropriate 

Possible outcomes 

The Man who Walked between the 
Towers    
 
 

Mordicai Gerstein Upper KS2 3 section outcomes: 
1. Character description 
2. Prepositional poetry 
3. Persuasive writing to come to a circus event. 

 

Flotsam 
 
 
 
 

Davis Weisner KS2 3 section outcomes: 
1. Explanation of how a Brownie camera works 
2. Imaginary world description/story 
3. the viewpoint of the camera – you can choose 

anyway you like that will give the reader an insight 
into  the possible viewpoint of the camera eg  diary,  
webpage, play, interview,  first person narrative 

The Tear Thief 
 
 
 
 

Carol Ann Duffy KS2 3 section outcomes: 
1. Plan and perform a dance to introduce he TT 
2. to produce a play script for a shadow puppet 

production.   
3. Present a clear well thought out discussion of one of 

the  ‘Talking Point’s’ 
 The Tear Thief  is a very predictable character. 
The human eye is a very simple organ. 
Carol Ann Duffy’s books are similar to each other. 

The Water Tower 
 
 

Gary Crew Upper KS2 4 section outcomes: 
1. Choice of character description. 
2. Email Spike to Bubba 
3. Mystery poem 
4. Sequel 
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Hermelin the Detective Mouse 
 

Mini Grey Lower KS2 3 section outcomes 

 Adverts – lost  

 Newspaper article 

 Information text - pests 

Previously  Allan Ahlberg and Bruce ingham Lower KS2 Traditional stories 

‘The Sea of Tranquility’ Mark Haddon Lower KS 3 section outcomes 

 Information about planets 

 Diary of a moon landing astronaut 

 Simple flashback story 

‘The Snow Leopard’ 
 

Jackie Morris Lower KS2 3 section outcomes 

 Traditional story retelling 

 Information about snow leopards 

 Diary of the child as she becomes a snow leopard 

Major Glad, Major Dizzy 
 
 
 
 
 

Jan Oke Lower KS2 3 section outcomes 

 A play  

 Information about WW2 

 Discussion/ comparison – differences between now 
and 60 years ago. 
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2  Genres (many of these could also be used non-chronologically) 

Genre  Title Author  Upper KS2 / Lower KS2 

Explanation How Dogs Really Work 
 

Alan Snow 

 

Both 

The Pebble in my pocket Meredith Hooper and Chris 
Coady 

 

Both 

Autobiography Otto The Autobiography of  Teddy Bear 
 

Tomi Ungerer 

 

Upper KS2 

Instructions Press Here 
 

Herve Tullet 

 

Both 

Instructions 
 

Neil Gaiman 

 

Lower KS2 

How to Bicycle to the Moon and Plant Sunflowers Mordicai Gerstein  

 

Upper KS2 

Diary Diary of a Worm 
 
 
 

Doreen Cronin 

 

Lower KS2 

The Matchbox Diary 
 
 
 
 

Paul Fleischman  Both 
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Mohammed’s Journey A Refugee Diary 
 

Anthony Robinson and  
Annemarie Young 

 

Upper KS2 
 

Line of Fire Diary of an unknown soldier (August, 
September 1914  

Barroux 

 

Upper KS2 
 

Myths 
/Legends 
 
 

Mouse, Bird, Snake, Wolf David Almond 
 

 

Upper KS2 
 

Ransom Of Dond Siobhan Dowd 
 
 
 

 

Upper KS2 
 

Blackberry Blue Jamila Gavin 

 

Upper KS2 
 

Fog Island Tomi Ungerer 

 

Both 

Letters Dear Teacher Amy Husband 

 

Lower KS2 

The Day the Crayons Quit Drew Daywalt 

 

Both 

Meerkat Mail Emily Gravett  

 

Lower KS2 
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3 A theme expanded from  a single book  and using additional texts. 

 

Theme Key Text 
 

Author Additional texts from variety of sources eg websites 

Homelessness Way Home Libby Hathorn 
and Gregory 
Togers 

1. Poster from ‘Homelessness in Australia’ website 
http://www.homelessnessaustralia.org.au/images/publications/Infographics/Homelessness_in_Austra
lia_-_updated_Jan_2014.pdf  

2. The Missing Boy by Sharon Olds Poem 
http://users.tricity.wsu.edu/~jadamson/The%20Missing%20Boy%20final.swf  
 

Life in hot 
places 

The Water 
tower 

Gary Crew 1. Dry Lands chapter from ‘Extreme Weather’  Margaret Hynes 
2. Snake by D H Lawrence poem read by Tom O’Bedlam 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VsdBgzznb_g  
 

A Special 
Man? 

Walter Tull’s 
Scrapbook 

Michaela 
Morgan 

1. Song of the first WW ‘Its a long Way to Tipperary  
http://www.firstworldwar.com/audio/itsalongwaytotipperary.htm  

2. The Christmas Truce of 1914 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p05E_ohaQGk  
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4  Themes – expanded by using a variety of books 
Eggs - Lower KS2 

Title Author  Written outcome Effect on reader 

Tell me a dragon Jackie Morris 

 

Description of own dragon Reader feels amazement  

Egg Drop Mini Grey 

 

Can you design and make a contraption to keep an egg from 
breaking when dropped from a height? 
Recount/explanation 

Reader understands exactly 
what happened and could 
repeat. 
 

The Emperor’s Egg Martin Jenkins 

 

Information about Emperor penguins Reader knows interesting 
information about Emperor 
penguins. 

 

Fear – Lower KS2 

Title Author  Written outcome Effect on reader 

Black Dog Levi Pinfold 

 

Letter to Small from one of the people in her family. Reader understands how the 
letter writer feels about Small’s 
bravery. 

Fox  Margaret Wild 
and Ron Brooks 

 

Story about a creature being afraid of another in the present tense. Reader feels afraid. 

Little Mouse’s Big 
Book of Beasts 

Emily Gravett 

 

Labelled and captioned plan to show how a frightening creature 
could be made less frightening. 

Reader is amused and 
entertained by the ideas 
shown. 
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Magic in the place between - Upper KS2 

Title Author  Written outcome Effect on reader 

Leon and the Place 
Between 

Angela 
McAllister and 
Graham Baker-
Smith  

Description of own place between. Reader feels the place is 
somewhere they would like to 
experience. 

The Man Who Walked 
Between the Towers 

Mordicai 
Gerstein 

 

Diary entry about experience of walking in a very dangerous place 
between. 

Reader understands what it 
feels like to overcome fear. 

Rooftoppers Katherine 
Rundell 

 

Explanation of how to live in a place between eg the roofs of a city.  Reader knows what sort of 
points they would have to 
think about if they lived in a 
‘place between’. 

 
 
 

 

 

How animals were involved in WW1  – Upper KS2 

Title Author  Written outcome Effect on reader 

Loyal Creatures Morris 

Gleitzman 

 

Letter to Joan from Frankie describing how Daisy is coping with being 
so far away from home and at war.  

Reader understands some of 
the difficulties and 
experiences animals have in a 
wartime situation. 

The Amazing Tale of 

Ali Pasha 

Michael 

Foreman 

 

Tortoises are interesting and exciting pets. 

Debate. 

Readers / participants are 

persuaded on one of two 

positions. 
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5 Author studies 

 

                                                                                                                                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                
David Weisner – detailed drawings often 

without text 

http://www.davidwiesner.com/  

‘Mr Wuffles’ 

‘Flotsam’ 

‘Art and Max’ 

‘Hurricane’ 

‘Tuesday’ 

Carol Ann Duffy poetry and narrative  
with incredible language. 
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/author/784/Carol-
Ann-Duffy.html  

‘The Tear Thief’ 

‘The Lost Happy Endings’ 

‘The Gift’’ 

‘The Princess Blanket’ 

‘101 Poems for Chiildren’ 

 

Mini Grey – humorous and original 
http://minigrey.com/  

‘The Egg Drop’ 

‘The Adventures of the Dish and the Spoon’ 

‘Hermelin Mouse Detective’ 

‘Traction Man’ 

‘The Pea and the Princess’ 

 

Mordicai Gerstein – range of books and 
topics 
http://www.mordicaigerstein.com/  

‘The Man Who Walked Between the 
Towers’ 

‘A Book’ 

‘The Wild Boy’ 

‘The Absolutely Awful Alphabet Book’ 

‘How to Bicycle to the Moon and Plant 
Sunflowers’ 
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