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Introduction

Welcome to our SEND information report which is a part of Derby City Council’s Local Offer for learners with Special
Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND).

The LA Local Offer
The Children and Families Bill was enacted in September 2014. From this date Local Authorities (LA) and schools are
required to publish and keep under review information about services they expect to be available for children and
young people with special educational needs (SEN) aged 0-25. The Local Authority refer to this as the ‘Local
Offer’. The intention of the Local Offer is to improve choice and transparency for families. It will also be an important
resource for parents in understanding the range of services and provision in the local area.
The Derby City Local Offer can be accessed here:

https://www.derby.gov.uk/education-and-learning/derbys-send-local-offer/

Our School

Arboretum Primary School values the abilities and achievements of all its pupils, and is committed to providing each
pupil with the best possible environment for learning.

We want all children to We believe our school is:
Reach for the Stars!

S- Supportive
T- Team Player

A safe, supportive stimulating learning environment

A team of respectful, tolerant ,open minded citizens

A -Aspirational A community where everyone aspires to be the best they can be
R- Resilience A community of resilient lifelong learners

S -Successful A centre of excellence where all achieve success

Special Educational Needs supported at Arboretum Primary School

DEFINITION OF SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS
Definitions of special education needs taken from section 20 of the Children and Families Act 2014.

A child has special educational needs if he or she has learning difficulties that call for special educational provision to be

made.
A child has learning difficulties if he or she:
. Has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of children of the same age.
. Has a disability which prevents or hinders the child from making use of educational facilities of a kind

provided for children of the same age in other schools within the Local Authority.

Children must not be regarded as having learning difficulties solely because their language is different from that in
which they are taught.

Arboretum Primary School will have due regard for the Special Needs Code of Practice 2014 when carrying out our duties
towards all pupils with special educational needs, and ensure that parents are notified when SEND provision is being
made for their child.
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The kinds of SEN we provide for

Communication and
Interaction

Cognition and
Learning

Social, Emotional and
Mental Health
Difficulties

Sensory and/or
Physical Needs

Independence
difficulties

Children and young
people with speech,
language and
communication needs
(SLCN) have difficulty in
communicating with
others. This may be
because they have
difficulty saying what
they want to,
understanding what is
being said to them or
they do not understand
or use social rules of
communication. The
profile for every child
with SLCN is different and
their needs may change
over time. Children with
an Autism Spectrum
Disorder are likely to have
particular difficulties with
social interaction. They
may also experience
difficulties with language,
communication, social
interaction and
imagination, which can
impact on how they
relate to others.

Support for learning
difficulties may be
required when
children and young
people learn at a
slower pace than
their peers, even
with appropriate
differentiation.
Learning difficulties
cover a
wide range of needs,
Specific learning
difficulties
(SpLD), affect one or
more specific
aspects of learning.
This encompasses a
range of conditions
such as dyslexia,
dyscalculia and
dyspraxia.

Children and young
people may experience
a wide range of social
and emotional
difficulties which
manifest themselves in
many ways.
These may include
becoming withdrawn or
isolated, as well as
displaying challenging,
disruptive or disturbing
behaviour. These
behaviours may reflect
underlying mental
health difficulties such
as anxiety or
depression, self-
harming, eating
disorders or physical
symptoms that are
medically unexplained.
Other children and
young people may have
disorders such as
attention deficit
disorder, attention
deficit hyperactive
disorder or attachment
disorder.

Some children require
special educational
provision because
they have a disability
which prevents or
hinders them from
making use of the
educational facilities
generally provided.
These difficulties can
be age related and
may fluctuate over
time. Many children
and young people with
vision impairment (VI),
hearing impairment
(HI) or a multi-sensory
impairment (MSI) will
require specialist
support and/or
equipment to access
their learning. Some
children and young
people with a physical
disability (PD) require
additional on-going
support and
equipment to access
all the opportunities
available to their
peers.

Children and
young people
may need
support to
develop their
independence
skills and
prepare them
for the future.
Such difficulties
could be around
a child being
able to dress
and feed
themselves. A
child or young
person may also
struggle with
their
independent
skills within the
classroom if
they are unable
to complete
learning
activities
without support
or being able to
use concrete/
visual resources.

Who are the best people to speak to in school about my child’s difficulties with learning/

Special Educational Needs or Disability (SEND)?

&E} You can talk to your child’s Class teacher. He/she is responsible for:

Teacher °

SENCo know as necessary

e Completing Derby Inclusion Toolkit and sharing and reviewing these with parents at least once each term

and planning for the next term.

e Personalised teaching and learning for your child as identified on the school provision maps where

necessary

Checking on the progress of your child and identifying, planning and delivering any
additional help your child may need (this could be targeted or additional support) and letting the

e Overseeing support that TAs and other adults within the classroom provides for your child
e Ensuring that you (the parent/carer) are involved in supporting your child’s learning
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You can also talk to our SENCo Mrs Cavanagh. The SENCo is responsible for:

e Developing and reviewing the school’s SEND policy.

e Co-ordinating all the support for children with special educational needs or disabilities (SEND).

e Providing specialist support for teachers and support staff in the school, so that they can help children with SEND
in the school to achieve the best progress possible.

e Ensuring that you are: -involved in supporting your child’s learning -kept informed about the support your child is
getting -involved in reviewing how they are doing.

e Liaising with all the other people who may be coming in to school to help support your child’s learning, e.g.
Speech and Language Therapy, Educational Psychology.

e Updating the school’s SEND register (a system for ensuring that all the SEND needs of pupils in this school are
known) and making sure that records of your child’s progress and needs are kept.

SENCo: Mrs. Helen Cavanagh
Contact number: 013332 291140
Email address: senco@arboretum.derby.sch.uk

A You are also welcome to talk to our Headteacher, Mrs Phillips.

Responsible for:
Headteacher | e The day to day management of all aspects of the school, including the support for children with
SEND.
e Making sure that the Governing Body is kept up to date about issues relating to SEND
e The Headteacher will give responsibility to the SENCo and class teachers, but is still responsible for ensuring that
your child’s needs are met.

Mrs Lynda Wynn is our Local Academy Committee (LAC) Member with
responsibilty for SEND.

i

SEND
Governor

She takes a special interest in SEND and meets with the SENCo. The full LAC has overall
responsibility for ensuring that the necessary support is given for any child who attends the school, and that
appropriate support is provided for all SEND pupils.

Identifying children with Special Educational Needs and Assessing their Needs

Initial concerns
Where there are concerns about a child’s progress, development or specific needs, the class teacher will always speak
to the child’s parents/carers. The class teacher or supporting adult may also seeks support and advice from the
school’s Special Needs Coordinator (SENCo). All initial concerns are documented on a form and shared with the
SENCo who will propose next steps including strategies to use within the classroom and possible intervention
recommendations. The child will be monitored for at least a half term and their progress across the curriculum will be
taken into consideration. Where necessary, pupils will be assessed using the Brackenfield assessment system.
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Observations and parent meetings
Following on from this, teachers and support staff will share their observations with parents and gather any
concerns/ observations they may have. In addition, the SENCo will observe the child and ensure the graduated
response is in place and that all children will have access to Quality First Teaching. The SENCo may make
suggestions to the class teacher to support the child and these suggestions will be monitored. Additional
resources may be suggested and possible strategies/ interventions to try.

Individual Education Plan (IEP)

If there are similar concerns/observations at the end of the half term, class teachers will complete an Individual
Education Plan (IEP) which will identify the strengths of the children and what needs they have. It will capture the
child’s voice and identify SMART targets for the child to work on for the term. SMART targets are specific,
measurable Individualised targets which are relevant to the child primary area of need and are time-bound. The
Primary Area of Needs (PAN) fall under these key areas; Cognition and Learning, Communication and Interaction,
Social, Emotional and Mental Health/ Physical and Sensory and Independence. Once a child has an IEP, they will
be added to the SEND register and will be given additional support/intervention where necessary. All children on

the SEND register are monitored by the SENCo and regular meetings will he held between class staff and
parents/carers to review the IEP.

SMART
targets which
address
Primary Area

of Need

What makes a good Individual
Education Plan (IEP)?

Tracks the C!ear,
child's Suitable
Areas of Need: | © ication & i gnition & learning | _Social, Emotional & Mental Health | Physical & Sensory | Independence | provision
(ick ona primary nes | _Piman PAN | Secondary PAN | Primary PAN | Secondany PAN | Prmany PAN | Secondan PAN | Pmany PAN | Secondary PAN | Pimany PAN | Secondary PAN | progress identified
wners spprcanis | I | | | | | | | | |
Student Views
What are my Wh: s
at do | want to do in Wh
at
strengths? the future? How do I learn best? What do | find I_larg) What support do | want?
(Hobbies, interests, passions, i . about my learning? maks a
) fe aspirations, career goals \ ewed
s reviewes good plan?
and

Child's Views
are included

annotated
regularly

Child’s Profile - Track current levels
Reading Writing Mat
Spring | Summer Auwmn_ | Spring | summer Autumn

Greater Depth
Expected Autumn
Working Towards.

k4
B
3

H

Below

Involvment of
Parents/
Carers

Provision is
identified and
reviewed

SMART Targets
Out Provision: How i this be achieved? Who by? When win it be achisved by?

Review (inciude date)

Specialist support/Outside agencies
It may be that staff and the SENCo seeks further support and advice to best support a child’s targets through
outside agencies such as Speech and Language therapy team and an Educational Psychologist. This decision will
be done alongside parents/ carers and the referral paperwork will be shared. Outside agencies tend to come into
school, observe the child and provide suitable strategies/ interventions to support the child further. This again will
be reviewed usually termly unless stated otherwise.

The EHCP process

Where there is continued concerns about a child’s development or primary area of need, an Educational, Health
and Care Plan may be considered. This is a statutory assessment which is done with health and social care and
alongside the local authority to create a plan to best support the child. EHCP’s stay with a child until they are 18
as long as they remain in Education. A child must have an IEP for at least 2 terms before an EHCP can be
considered. See below a flowchart showing the EHCP process:
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« School or parents make a request for an EHC needs assessment
+ School complete the necessary paperwork to support the EHCP and send off reports from outside agencies (if applicable)

» The local authority sends out an initital letter to all professionals involved to gather information
« A decision is then made as to whether the request is accepted and an assessment is to be conducted

« If accepted, another letter is sent out to all professionals invelved and more detailed information is gathered
« An assessment will be completed by the educational psychologist
« This is then taken to panel where it is decided if an EHCP should be granted

« If panel agree that an EHCP is required, a draft plan is written and sent out for approval by parents/ school
« Parents have 15 days to respond to the draft plan and to name a preferred school/setting for their child
« The LA will then consult with schools to see which setting can best support the child- this process is usually done within 15 days

« Once all corrections have been made (if applicable) then the finalised plan will be sent to schools and parents

« An annual review is held annually to review the child's needs and support. There is an annual review document to support meetings and
Annual to adapt targets if required
review J

Arrangements for supporting children with the curriculum and learning environment

Quality First Teaching
Quality first teaching refers to targeted classroom teaching from class teacher and/or support staff.
Every child will have access to Quality first Teaching.

This entails-
e Having high expectations from all staff and from pupils and ensuring the classroom environment distills these

e Ensuring teaching and new learning is built upon prior learning and is accessible for all pupils

o Developing key skills through a range of activities and ensuring learning is represented in different ways

e Ensuring key resources and equipment are available if required to support learning and independence

e Putting specific strategies/ provision in place to support pupils to learn and feel ready to learn

e Checking progress and attainment and adapting learning accordingly

e (Celebrating everyone’s achievements equally and promoting a positive, happy learning environment

e Ensuring the learning environment is communication-friendly by following the total communication approach
e Ensuring flipcharts are clear and contain useful visuals to support learning

e Having visual timetables in each class using Widgit symbols along with communication boards where

applicable

Specific group work
Intervention programmes may run inside the classroom or in specific areas around school. These groups could be
led by the teacher or teaching assistant (TA). Such group work could include pre-teaching opportunities,
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additional support reflecting on prior learning and group work based on social, emotional support. We offer
interventions such as Physical Literacy, Active Hands intervention, Lego therapy, Zones of Regulation, Speech and
Language and Attention Autism. We also provide ELSA, Drawing and Talking and Forest Schools for specific
groups/ individuals.

Specialist support from outside agencies
This means a pupil has been identified by the SENCo/class teacher as needing some extra specialist support in
school from a professional outside the school. This may be from:
- Local Authority services, such as STePS (Specialist Teachers and Educational Psychology Services), which includes
sensory support services such as, hearing or visual impairment specialist teachers, ASD specialist teachers and
physical impairment specialist teachers.
- Health services such as, Occupational Therapists or physiotherapists and Speech and Language Therapists.
What could happen:
- You will be asked to give your permission for the school to refer your child to a specialist professional e.g. a
Speech and Language Therapist or Educational Psychologist. This will help you and the school to understand your
child’s particular needs better and be able to support them more effectively in school where possible.
- If appropriate, the specialist professional will work with your child to understand their needs and make
recommendations as to the ways your child is given support within our mainstream setting.

Individualised support
This support is tailored to meet children’s specific areas of need and usually for those with more complex needs
or disabilities. The vast majority of pupils may have an Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCP) which ensures set
provision and support is in place and targets specific outcomes. Support can be provided through small group/ 1:1
provision or through a professional from outside of school.

Supporting children and young people who are looked after and have Special Educational Needs (SEN)

In addition to the above, meetings are held for children who are looked after by the local authority and all Special
Educational Needs will be identified on their Personal Education Plans (PEPs). Looked after and Post looked after
children will still have an IEP outlining the child’s strengths, needs and SMART targets. The child of the child is always
captured and reviewed termly.

How the effectiveness of the provision made for pupils with SEN is evaluated

The evaluation of the provision and strategies put into place is done through different ways:

- Observations and drop-ins

- Book scrunities

- Tracking data using teacher assessments, formal assessments and the Brackensfield approach
- Reviewing interventions using post and pre assessments

- Discussing with teachers, TA’s and parents

- Regular meetings to review IEPs

- Annual reviews to review EHCP’s, targets and the provision identified in the plan

- Review meetings with necessary outside agencies such as Speech and Language

- Use of Evidence for Learning within The Apples provision
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How pupils with SEN are enabled to engage in activities available with those in the school
who do not have SEN

All children across the school have the same opportunities to access the activities and clubs we have to offer. Where
needed, those with SEN will be provided additional support and adults to enable them to inclusively access the club/
activities held across school. There are a range of clubs on offer.

Furthermore, all children including those with additional needs have full access to the whole-school events we hold
and we ensure they are fully supported with these.

How do you support children throughout the day with specific Social, Emotional and
Mental Health difficulties?

Whole school approach
We aim to:

e Encourage the development of positive social relationships with both peers and adults.

e Provide opportunities to understand emotions and develop pupil’s self-worth, confidence, motivation, trust,
self-esteem and adaptability.

e Provide a safe, calm and nurturing environment.

e Support pupils to understand their behaviours and to develop strategies to self-regulate emotions and
anxieties.

e Support the development of a whole-school nurturing ethos focused on inclusion and positivity

The Orchard

The Orchard provides an environment which offers a safe, stimulating space for all children at Arboretum. The
Orchard has been developed for the purpose of allowing children a space to self-regulate and develop their social and
emotional skills. This room is a space away from the classroom environment where children can go to self- regulate
with a trusted member of staff, this will help build positive relationships and will reduce the pressures and stresses
placed upon them. There will be a range of resources available such as board games, Lego, role play items, a dolls
house to help them to develop their social skills, calming strategies and emotional awareness. Children are welcome
within The Orchard throughout the whole day including break and lunchtimes. If there are no children accessing the
provision, the nurture practitioners will support children within their environment (within classrooms, during
unstructured times or during special events).

Nurture Group provision

Nurture Group is a targeted, structured provision for key children across school to access. Sessions run throughout
the week for 2 cohorts of children: a Key Stage One cohort and Key Stage Two cohort. Sessions run for at least 6
weeks and pre and post assessments, using Boxall profiles, are done to assess the progress and next steps for each
children. There are 2 trained members of staff who run the Nurture Groups and develop the curriculum in there
following the 6 principles of Nurture.

For more information, please see: Arboretum Primary School Nurture Policy overview. 2024-2025
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What is the Apples provision?

Apples is a provision within Arboretum Primary which caters for children in Early Years and Key Stage One. The
provision is ran by Arboretum staff members who are highly trained and skills to support the range of needs in there.
Children within Apples are working at the engagement model and have high levels of communication and personal
needs. Children within Apples has a bespoke provision which provides children with the opportunities to develop life
skills, promote communication and make independent choices. Children accessing the provision are decided by senior
leaders at Arboretum including the SENCO. There is a fixed ratio of 1:5 in Apples with a set entry and exit criteria.

How can | let the school know that | am concerned about my child’s progress in school?

If you have concerns about your child’s progress or/and attainment, you should first speak to your child’s teacher.

Any additional concerns regarding your child’s progress or/and attainment, you are able to speak to the SENCo and
other members of the Senior Management Team. The school’s LAC member (Mrs Wynn) can also be contacted for
support.

How is extra support allocated to children and how do they progress in their learning?

The school budget, received from Derby City LA, includes money for supporting children with SEND.
e The Headteacher decides on the deployment of resources for Special Educational Needs and Disabilities in
consultation with the school governors, on the basis of needs in the school.
e The Headteacher and the SENCo discuss all the information they have about SEND in the school, including:
- the children who currently receive additional support
- the children needing extra support
- the children who have been identified as not making as much progress as would be expected and
decide what resources/training and support is needed
- the child’s view will be sought informally and for review meetings; this may not always be possible
with very young children / children with delayed development.

The needs of pupils are identified on a school provision map which for SEND pupils identifies all resources, training &
support.

If a child has an EHCP, the SENCo will apply for funding to ensure suitable provision identified in their plans can be put
in place. This funding is allocated to schools and the amount is decided by the Local Authority. This provision will be
reviewed annually and shared with parents/carers at the annual review.

Who are the other people providing services to children with SEND in our school?

School provision

e (Class Teachers working with individual children or small groups

e Teaching Assistants working with either individual children or small groups.
e SENCo (Mrs Cavanagh)

e Assistant Head teacher and Behaviour lead (Mrs Ferguson)

e Pastoral Manager (Mrs Carvell)

e Pastoral Support Officer (Miss Stocks)
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ELSA teaching assistants (Miss Pearce, Mrs Gill and Mrs Malooq)

Senior Mental Health Leads (Mrs Ferguson Mrs Carvell)

Mental Health first aiders (Mrs Malooq and Miss Stocks)

Mid-day Supervisors offering support for children with emotional and social development needs on the
playground

e Volunteers and parent helpers

Local Authority Provision delivered in school
e STePS (Specialist Teachers and Educational Psychology Services)
e ASD Specialist & Advisory Teacher
e Educational Psychologist- Stella Lawlor
Sensory support for children with visual or hearing needs (STePS team)
Parent Partnership Service- SENDIASS
SALT (Speech and Language Therapy)
LAC (Looked After Children)
e Family Intervention Worker to support families

Health Provision delivered in school
e Additional Speech and Language Therapy input to provide a higher level of service to the school
e School Nurse
e  Occupational Therapy — Lighthouse Team
e Physiotherapy — Lighthouse Team
e Community Paediatrician (Dr. Mehta)
e CAMHs (Child and Adult Mental Health)

How are teachers in the school helped to support children with SEND, and what training
do members to staff have?

Arboretum Primary strives to ensure staff members are well-trained and feel confident in what is expected of them.
All teachers and staff members who have training are then given the platform to share their training and resources
with relevant staff to support others.

SEND Training for staff over the past 3 years

Training course Staff attended
Introduction to Makaton- Delivered by SENCo Teachers & TAs
Makaton level 1- Delivered by STePS Targeted TAs
All about SEND- Delivered by Lisa Mills All staff
Differentiation- Delivered by Lisa Mills All staff
Emotional resilience and wellbeing - Delivered by Lisa Mills All staff

SPLD Dyslexia, Dyscalculia & working memory- Delivered by Lisa Mills All staff
Sensory Processing- Delivered by SENCo All staff
Sensory Processing- Delivered by EMSTH Apples lead teacher
Emotional literacy- Delivered by Bridge the Gap SENCo
Emotional Literacy- Delivered by SENCo All staff
Autism- Delivered by SENCo All staff
Attention Autism-2 day- EMSTH SENCo

SEND Midday training- Delivered by SENCO annually Middays
Attention Autism- Delivered by SENCo Key adults

10
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Autism Champion- Delivered by STePS SENCo

Attachment and Trauma- Attachment lead training 7 day SENCo

Attachment and Trauma- 2 sessions- Delivered by SENCO All staff

Lego therapy SENCo and 2 TA's

Manual handling training- Delivered annually x10 members of staff

Speech and language support including colourful semantics - Delivered by SENCo TA’s

Zones of regulation- Delivered by SENCo SLT

Boxall profile SENCo

Understanding epilepsy & the medication At least x2 TAs or
teachers annually

Understand Maple Syrup Urine Disease- Delivered by Ann Daly Key teachers/TAs/

Done annually Kitchen staff/ SENCo

Intensive interaction- Delivered by STePS TA then shared

Intensive interaction- Delivered by EMSTH Nursery teacher then
shared

Pre-key stage standards SENCo

Understanding behaviour and emotional regulation Nursery lead

Physiotherapy- Delivered by Physiotherapists SENCO/ TAs

ACES training and Emotional Regulation- delivered by SENCO All staff

ELSA training X2 TAs

Drawing and Talking X2 TA’s

Emotion Coaching- Delivered by Stella Lawlor (Educational Psychologist) All staff

Neurodiversity training Delivered by Peter Benyon (SEMH & Inclusion Advisor) All staff

Autism Education Trust- Autism Advocate training SENCO

How will the teaching be adapted for my child with SEND and how will they be involved in

this process?

Class teachers plan lessons and adapt their planning according to the specific needs of all groups of children in their
class (including using Pre-key stage standards and using the Brackensfield levels for children working well below year
group expectations) and will ensure that your child’s needs are met where ever possible within our mainstream

setting.

Support staff, under the direction of the class teacher, can adapt planning to support the needs of your child
where necessary

Specific resources and strategies will be used to support your child individually and in groups

Planning and teaching will be adapted on a daily basis if needed, including that for Brackensfield levels and for
specific intervention programmes, in order to meet your child’s learning needs

Your child’s views are sought and put on their IEPs. Children are invited to meetings where appropriate, and
their views are actively sought through questionnaires, discussions and being present at meetings

Children who have an EHCP complete an informal questionnaire during the review process and are invited to
the meeting to share their feelings, aspirations, likes, dislikes, favourite subjects etc

For key lessons, such as Little Wandle Phonics and Maths, children have access to appropriate groups based
on their starting points

For selected children who meet the Orchard criteria, they are invited to join sessions in our Orchard setting
which provides learning opportunities through sensory and child-led approaches

ELSA and Forest schools is available for social, emotional development and children are selected by SLT,
SENCo, Teachers and TAs in collaboration

11
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How will we measure the progress of your child in school?

Your child’s progress will be continually monitored by his/her class teacher.

His/her progress will be reviewed formally with members of the Senior Leadership Team (SLT) every term in
Writing, Maths and Reading, through Pupil Progress meetings.

If your child is working below their Year Group Expectations, a more sensitive assessment tool can be used
called Brackenfield levels, which shows children’s attainment in more detail — breaking learning down into
smaller steps. Along with this, schools can use the Pre-Key Stage levels to support judgements.

At the end of each key stage (i.e. at the end of year 2 and year 6), children are required to be formally
assessed using Standard Assessment Tests (SATS). This is something the government requires all schools to
do, the results are published nationally.

Where necessary, children will have a IEPs based on targets agreed by teachers, parents, the SENCo and/ or
external agencies which is specific to their needs. Targets will be designed to accelerate learning and close the
gap. Progress against these targets will be reviewed regularly, evidence for judgements assessed and a future
plan made.

The progress of children with an Education Health Care Plan (EHCP) will be formally reviewed at an Annual
Review with all adults involved with the child’s education.

The SENCo will also check that your child is making good progress within any individual work and in any group
that they take part in via the use of provision maps and IEP.

Regular book scrutiny and drop ins are carried out by members of the SLT and Subject Co-ordinators to
ensure that the needs of all children are met and that the quality of teaching and learning is high.

What support do we have for you as a parent of a child with SEND?

The class teacher is regularly available to discuss your child’s progress or any concerns you may have and to
share information about what is working well at home and school, so that similar strategies can be used

The SENCo is available to meet with you to discuss your child’s progress or any concerns/worries you may
have

All information from outside professionals will be discussed with you with the person involved directly, or
where this is not possible, in a report.

Additional support plans will be reviewed with your involvement at least termly.

A home-school contact book may be used to support communication with you when this has been agreed to
be useful for you and your child.

Derby SEND Information Advice and Support Service (SENDIASS) is available to give . .
further impartial advice and support should you need it. Their website address is:

www.derbysendiass.org.uk °,’ p
°

Email: SENDIASS@derby.gov.uk Information Advice
& Support Service
(SENDIASS)

Post address: Derby SENDIASS, The Council House,
Corporation Street, Derby, DE1 2FS

Phone: 01332 641414 or text 07800005190
Like us on
derbysendiass
Facebook : @derbysendi

12
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How is Arboretum Primary school accessible to children with SEND?
What facilities you provide to help disabled children access your school?

e The school is fully compliant with Disability Discrimination Act (DDA) requirements.

e The school is on one level with easy access and double doors where appropriate.

o We have slopes outdoors in order for every child to access all areas.

e We have three disabled toilets, one with a hoist, one with a shower area and changing facility.

We ensure, wherever possible, that equipment used is accessible to all children regardless of their needs.

After-school provision is accessible to all children, including those with SEND.

Extra-curricular activities are accessible for children with SEND.

Simple adaptations have been made for specific needs e.g. organisation of classroom furniture for wheelchair

uses, specific seating arrangements for children who are hearing impaired or sight impaired.

e We have the support of the Physical Impairment Advisory Teachers via STePS and the Occupational and
Physiotherapy Team should we require any specialised equipment e.g. sloping boards, tables, adapted chairs
etc.

To learn more, please see our accessibility plan which can be found on our website through our SEND or Policies tab.
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/arboretumderby/UploadedDocument/8338163d-35cbh-47a9-
98a3-208c8e4dba7ae/tl-accessibility-policy-and-access-plan-november-2021-002.pdf

For children within our Apples Provision, they have access to their own classroom tailored to best meet their needs.
Apples also has a separate sensory room with large soft rocker and sensory lights. Also, a large disabled toilet and
separate enclosed garden. Children in Apples have complex needs and cannot be supported in breakfast, after-school
or holiday clubs but school will support families to ensure children access provisions better suited to meet the
children’s needs.

How will we support your child when they are joining the school?
Leaving the school? Or moving to another class?

We recognise that transitions can be difficult for a child with SEND, and we take steps to ensure that any transition is
a smooth as possible.

If your child is joining us from another school:

e The SENCo will visit pre-schools with the class teacher or Foundation Stage Leader where possible. Failing
this, telephone conversations will be held to gather as much information as possible

e All children joining our FS2 setting will have information shared on the new Derby City online portal so key
information will be passed to teachers and key staff members

e If your child would be helped by a social story to support them in understand moving on, then one will be
made for them with information about their current placement and their new school

e Your child will be able to visit our school and have a look around

e Parents will be invited to attend an information meeting when starting in our Foundation Stage and other
year groups at the start of each term

e You may be given an opportunity for additional visits where appropriate to help to prepare your child for
their move to the school depending on your child’s needs

If your child is moving to another school:
e We will contact the school’s SENCo and ensure he/she knows about any special arrangements or support that

need to be made for your child. Your child’s new SENCo is very welcome to visit the school and observe and
meet you child in school prior to moving on
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e We will make sure that all records about your child are passed on as soon as possible and will still be available
for further conversations with the school
e The SENCo and other key members of staff can support with visits to the school prior to the move

When moving classes in school:

e Transition meetings take place every year and teacher’s exchange information and records
All children will have the opportunity to spend at least a day in their new class with key members of staff
Your child may be able to visit the new class more frequently where appropriate, to prepare them for the
move
Every child will get a letter from their new teacher/TA giving them more information about themselves
Social stories will be created to support children with the changes which will be gone through in school and
copies can be made available for home

In Year 6:

e Transition meetings take place between Secondary and Year 6 class teachers every year

e The SENCo will discuss the specific needs of your child with the SENCo of the child’s secondary school at
which time all of your child’s records will be transferred to the SENCo. Where necessary, year 6 lead/ class
teacher can be the adult to have these conversations. The online portal is a way which Derby City schools
share information and ensure secondary schools have the necessary information in enough time.
Your child will participate in focused learning relating to aspects of transition and change linked to PSHE
lessons, to support their understanding of the changes ahead
Your child will visit their new school and if needed additional sessions can be arranged as part of a transition.
In some cases, staff from the new school will visit your child in this school
Social stories can be created to explain the process and share photos/ key information of the new school
Pre-visits can be arranged when choosing secondary schools- these visits can be supported by SENCo and
other key staff members when required
The SENCo and team are still available to support with enquires even after your child has moved on

How will we support your child’s emotional and social development?
How will this include support for mental health?

Some children have additional emotional and social needs that need to be developed and nurtured. We also
appreciate that following Covid-19 and the implications of this, additional children need further support. These needs
can present themselves in a number of ways, including behavioural difficulties, anxiousness and communication
difficulties.

We will support children in many different ways such as;

e Additional PSHE lessons and activities- all lessons focus on different aspects which feeds through everything
we do at Arboretum

e Some children engage with the Zones of Regulation intervention which support children with understanding
their emotions and verbalising these. By summer term, every class will use Zones of Regulation in their classes

o We offer the “Boxall Profile Assessment Tool” plus “Beyond the Boxall Profile” for planning interventions and
helping to assess children’s specific needs

e Some children have the opportunity to engage in Drawing and Talking interventions

e Some children have the opportunity to attend Forest Schools weekly

o Small group social and emotional skills sessions based on individual or group needs

e Access to The Orchard which is a space designed to support with social, emotional regulation and small group
work on specific targets
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Social stories/ comic book conversations

Additional visual and verbal support including support from Widget symbols

Use of ELSA resources — we have two trained ELSA’s with another 2 members of staff being trained
Use of Emotion coaching

Lunch time and afterschool clubs

Worry monsters in classrooms

Additional stories available to use

Ensuring private restorative conversations are happening regularly- visuals are available when needed
Mental Health lead: Mrs Ferguson and Mrs Carvell

e Behaviour Lead: Mrs Ferguson

e Pastoral Manager: Mrs Carvell

e SENCO: Mrs Cavanagh

If your child still needs extra support, with your permission the SENCo will access further support from CAMHS,
COMPASS, Community Paediatrician, Educational Psychologist or School Health Team (school nurse).

Admissions of SEN pupils

If you would like your child to attend our setting or if you would like to discuss the support we can offer, please get in
touch with the school’s SENCo who can support you further.

If you are unsure on how to apply for a school place for your child, see below the admissions information needed
through Derby City:

Telephone 01332 956988,
Email admissions@derby.gov.uk

If your child has an Education, Health and Care plan then you apply for your school place through a different avenue.
Derby City’s EHCP team will work with you to choose your child’s school. Please contact our EHCP team:

EHCP team contact
1st Floor

Council House
Corporation Street
Derby

DE1 2FS

Telephone 01332 642425 or 01332 643616
Email SENDadmin@derby.gov.uk

Complaints procedure

Pupils, staff and parents are expected to listen carefully and respectfully to each other. Where an issue arises,
parents should, in the first instance, make an appointment to speak with their child’s class teacher and seek to
resolve any concerns. If a parent believes that their concern has not been resolved to their satisfaction or is of a more
serious or sensitive nature, an appointment should be made to see the Headteacher, who will investigate and report
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back on the results of the investigation. Where an issue is not satisfactorily resolved, parents should then take up the
matter with the Chair of the Local Academy Committee (LAC).

If a complaint is still necessary, please see our complaints policy which can be found on the school website:
http://www.arboretum.derby.sch.uk
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